| . Introduction

1. Background

Education is crucial. This is true not only for individuals, but also for our
society as a whole. As a fundamental right of human beings, education is the final act
as well as the most important instrument to cultivate rational and democratic citizens
that maintain, unite, and continuously develop our society.

With such instrumental value, essential factors for education are the realization
of equality and of justice. At the moment, equality is not only the means in its formal
sense, but also the substantive and active construct that arguably differentiates
individuals in accordance with his or her conditions and capabilities. It ultimately
represents a realization of justice as the expression of perpetual willingness that
returns a respective share for each individual.

However, equity and justice have been nothing more than empty rhetoric in
Korean educational community that have focused on evaluating students based on
standardized criteria. Regardless of their innate or posterior characteristics,
differences among students have become the main reason for irrational discrimination.
Such implicit exclusiveness has taken a role as a barrier for education in cultivating
harmonized citizens who admit and respect diversity.

Recently, our society began raising concerns for children from international
marriages who do not receive equal learning opportunities as native Korean students
and who are often subject to restrictions from school enrollment. Even though these
children have different racial backgrounds and experience with at least two different
types of cultures running in their family (a choice passed on by their parents), our

society and even our education system are not prepared to counter this situation
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seriously.

This 1s not a simple problem. If these children perform poorly in schools, they
will miss the chance to enter higher education, and, consequently, the chance to have
a good and stable working environment. In this end, as a course of nature, it would be
harder for them to achieve proper wealth and status in society. In case that inborn
cultural difference is associated with a gap in social and economic status, resulting in
a vicious cycle, such difficulties may be passed down to the next generation.

In particular, due to rapid growth of globalization, the inflow of immigrants
has increased, resulting in an abrupt rise of international marriage. Consequently,
problems caused by their children have grown to affect the society as a whole that
they now require macroscopic analysis.

Observing this phenomenon from a different perspective, the answer to solve
this vicious cycle lies in education. If these children are offered equal opportunities to
learn, accept, and receive fair treatment from schools, they will establish fair identity
for themselves as a member of our society. With this, the vicious cycle will be
terminated, providing opportunities for children. If children of diverse cultural
backgrounds grow as capable citizens who use their innate diversity to their advantage,
they can be used as a valuable human-resource asset in Korean society that currently
faces domestic problems of manpower shortage and aging as well as global concerns
from fierce corporate competition.

Nevertheless, there has yet to be a reliable study on these multicultural
children and an in-depth investigation for their effective pedagogy. Despite current
theoretical efforts which prove to be insufficient, ample policies and bills by
government agencies and concerned politicians have surfaced. However, it is still
ambiguous whether these measures have actually realized thus far and have been

helpful to people who teach these children under harsh conditions. Shallow discourses
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following popular political sentiments have been frequently founded. Without
fundamental understanding of the problems and an unwavering social consensus, such
arguments would force children, parents, and teachers into worse conditions.

The purpose of this paper is to shed light on this matter: to raise problems
concerning multicultural children and to provide the theoretical basis for their
improvement. It would be meaningful as an early trial for preventing future conflicts
and disruption generated from discriminating multicultural people and for utilizing
internal diversity as a social, cultural, political, and economic asset for our society.

The mobility and immigration of human resources from marriage or
employment are no longer bound as domestic affairs. It has already become an
international problem: both fair and just treatments for immigrants have become a
global standard that includes Koreans. Particularly, in this era when Korea’s
recognition as an international-economic power is rising, our society must work to

create efforts to promote freedom and education.

2. Contents and Purpose of Study

The contents of this study can be divided to three parts.

First, as grounds for the necessity of multicultural education, quantitative data
showing an increase in ethnic and in cultural diversity in Korean society and the
current status of students who have multicultural backgrounds will be presented. To
do this, statistical data published by respective administrative government ministries
will be reviewed and criticized. Deficiencies and errors found from these data will be
revealed. In particular, since there is no quantitative data showing an accurate number
of multicultural children and its future trend, they will be estimated using technical

approximation. Furthermore, domestic and international laws and policies for
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protecting the legal status and rights to the education of multicultural children will be
reviewed. UN conventions related to basic right of multiethnic children and
immigrants that Korea must adopt as a member state of the UN will be presented.
Also, domestic laws and policies that are already in effect or are pending at the
National Assembly will be reviewed critically.

Second, as mentioned previously, there are no reliable studies on the status and
performance of multicultural children as a whole in Korea. As a comparative
reference, it would be worthwhile for Korea to review other countries’ cases (usually
countries that have already entered the immigrant-country level). In this paper, the
current situation of multicultural students among OECD countries will be reviewed
using data from Program for International Students Assessment (PISA). Among all
respondent students, those with foreign-born mothers will be sorted out and compared
to those with native mothers in terms of academic achievement and attitudes toward
schools.

Third, with these analyses and comparison, current laws and policies for
educational rights and welfare in some outstanding countries will be reviewed. From
this, implications for conducting effective investigations on the status of multicultural
children and, finally, designing proper policies tailored to the Korean situation will be
presented.

Based on this, this study has clear purposes.

First, this study analyzes whether current legal systems and policies are
adequate and just. By reviewing critically, it will be required for the government to
investigate actual condition of children of multicultural background comprehensively,
which should be the ground of such law and policies.

Second, this study promotes to deliberate and establish social consensus on the

just way of public education to help children of multicultural backgrounds have
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proper treatment. Not in response to the temporary and rhetoric concerns, but on the
basis of systemical preparation, practical, and mature law and policies will be

required to be established.

3. Methodology of Study
(1) Literature References

First, master’s and doctorial thesis, articles in periodicals, research papers, and
research commissioned by the government concerning multiculturalism, multicultural
education, mixed-blood children, international marriage, and immigrants for
marriage were reviewed.

Second, white books and statistical yearbooks from the Ministry of Education
and Human Resource Development (MOE), Korea National Statistical Office (NSO),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MOFAT), and Korea Immigrant Burcau (KIB)
in the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) were also reviewed.

In addition, the Open Government website' established on the basis of

disclosing governmental information was used to obtain statistical data.

(2) Interview Experts
Kim Soo Yoen, a school inspector from the Joenbuk Office of Education who
is in charge of a task force team for multicultural children was interviewed on April
23, 2007 in Joenju City. The current status of these children in school education, poor
situation of their family, and their problems on education was discussed.
Staff from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ), Korea Immigrant Bureau (KIB), and

the Ministry of Education and Human Resource Development (MOE) were asked

' httpy/fwww.open.gokr It is operating by Ministry of Government Administration and Home Affair

(MOGAHA).
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some questions via e-mail and phone on the current situation of the Fundamentals of
Treatment for Living-in-Korea Aliens Act (tentative), types and time trends of
international marriages, and the level of academic achievement of students of

multicultural background, respectively.

(3) Analysis on Data of PISA 2003
The raw data from the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)
conducted by the OECD in 2003 was downloaded from their webpage® and analyzed.
Microsoft Excel and STATA 9.0 were used as statistical tools for arranging data and

for statistical analysis.

4. Scope of Study
(1) The Object of Study — Children of Multicultural Backgrounds

Culture 1s a shared way of life created, learned, transmitted, and accumulated
by a certain society. Since it is innate and fundamentally complex, which includes
knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other capabilities and habits
(Bennet, 2007), a member cannot control and change cultural setting at his or her
discretion. In fact, there are many factors that determine cultural characteristics —

gender, race, nationality, religion, native area. In this paper, cultural differences

created by different race and na‘[i01r1.':11i‘[y3 will be examined. Since globalization has

embarked, no state can insist on claiming itself a homogeneous race and nationality.

However, in Korean society where the level of openness is still fairly low, people of

> http://pisaweb.acer edu.aw/oecd_2003/oecd_pisa_data.html

* Race is an inborn attribute of an individual that one cannot alter. Unlike race, nationality is a type of
shared-way perception and custom among a group so that it is acquired and educated by the society where
one is born and raised. For example, it is impossible for ones to choose to become an Asian before they are
born, while possible to select nationality as a Korean after birth, and it is educated and promoted by
several devices such as national anthem and flag and so forth. In general, ethmicity is a comprehensive
terminology that includes both race and nationality.
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different races or nationalities seem to experience difficulties due to different
appearances and language problems.

There would be many channels for a child to have diverse cultural
backgrounds. This study will focus on children whose Korean mother or father
married a foreign spouse. In case that one of the parents is foreigner, we shall call it
an international-marriage family. Children born from an international-marriage family
face more than two cultures in their daily life due to different ethnicity of their parents
will be the object of this study and named children of multicultural backgrounds

hereafter.

(2) Scope of Multicultural Education — Three Steps for Multicultural
Education

The development process of multicultural education can be specified into three
steps. As the first step, based on a growing concern for cultural diversification of
society, the necessity of multicultural education for diverse human resources is
suggested. Under the rapid transformation of society toward globalization, minor
groups in terms of races and cultures have increases in society. In this end, the
mainstream of our society, based on the paradigm of generosity, began concerns on
the equal treatment for these minor groups. Recent interests of the Korean society in
children of multicultural background come under this step.

As the second step, ground law and policies for multicultural education are
developed. Every type of barriers or discriminations is described legally so that
society is forbidden to conduct these unfavorable actions toward multicultural
children. For example, when a principal of one middle school denied inviting teachers
for KSI. (Korean Language as a Second language) in the school, legal sanction for the

principal would be possible.



As the third and final step, specified contents, curricula, and teaching-learning
methodologies are developed for multicultural education in respective level of schools.
It may be based on strong ground laws and policies. As affirmative actions, special
treatment such as classes for Korean language or arranging teachers of diverse
language would be possible.

At present, Korean society seems to be laid on the first stage, but in fact, some
municipalities are already at their third stage in coping with a growing number of
children from multicultural backgrounds in their district. A common problem is that
ground laws and policies related to these children are ofien insufficient or even
missed. Without a clear and positive legal system, multicultural education must face
deficits of human resources and finance; consequently, it would remain empty rhetoric
and restricted from settlement and expansion. For this reason, this paper emphasizes
fundamental laws and policies that support managing multicultural education
practically and legitimately than on arguing the necessity of multicultural education

and the way or reflecting it on specific school curriculum.

(3) Scope of Related Laws and Policies

In this paper, related law and policies will be divided into two categories —
international and domestic. For the international category, several conventions or
recommendations from international organizations that Korean is associated will be
reviewed. It is based on the idea that immigrants from employment marriages are no
longer limited to a country’s matter, and fundamental rights of these people must be
kept regardless of their native country. As a member of UN, it is important for Korea
to respect the policies of UN organizations.

For its domestic category, as related governmental agencies of the Ministry of



Education and Human Resource Development (MOE), the Ministry of Justice (MOJ)*,
the Ministry of Gender Equity and Family (MOGEF), Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (MOFAT), and the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW) designated and
their fundamental laws and policies reviewed. Not only multicultural education itself,
but also accompanying conditions that can support effective managing of
multicultural education such as the legal status of multicultural students or condition
of family welfare must be investigated. Especially since, bills proposed by such
agencies and politicians after the visit of Heins Ward to Korea in May of 2006 must

be checked whether they are still promoting or not.

5. Constraints

First, if a foreign worker married a Korean spouse, their children are included
as an object of this study as children of multicultural background. Most of these
families are composed to a foreign male worker and a Korean female. However, such
cases do not take meaningful proportion in the entire number of multicultural children.
Furthermore, in this case, children with foreign workers (especially illegal resident
worker) are hardly discussed in this paper, since these children are placed in
somewhat different positions due to the complexity of nationality and the legitimacy
of their residency. It is required for them to be approached from a broader perspective
than this study permits. Detailed studies on these children are expected to ensue.

Second, the scope of interviewees was limited. It should have been conducted
with persons at diverse stakes such as politicians who suggested bills related to
multicultural education, citizen groups that work for conditions and quality of

education for multicultural students, students concerned, and their immigrant parents.

* Especially, Korea Immigration Bureau of the Ministry of Justice will be reviewed.
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Third, the PISA result used in this paper is from 2003. In fact, there exists
almost a 4-year gap between that period to the present. The test from PISA was
conducted in 2006, but its data is still being arranged, and the OECD has not
disclosed this data.

Finally, there were limitations to access information from some countries.
There were linguistic difficulties and some materials were only obtainable from their
corresponding countries. Also, there are only a few studies in Korea about such
countries. In particular, in the case of Austria, Belgium, and Hungary, it was difficult

to collect current information on their policies, legal system, and cultural context.

[l . Literature Review

1. The Current Status of Children of Multicultural Background

Between the liberation from Japanese colonial period to 1980s, most domestic
studies of children from multicultural background had focused on mixed-blood cases
from marriage between Korean women and soldiers of U.S Army. Not based on an
accurate survey, these studies aimed to concern the discrimination and prejudice
toward remaining mixed-blood children and criticize the exclusive attitudes of society
(Lee Kun Ho, 1955; Ha Sang Lak, 1962). Tak Yeon Tack (1965) first conducted a
metrical research including the trend of total number of mixed-blood children and
classified them by race and type of marriage. It sparked the beginnings of the
following statistical research (Lim Jung Bin, 1968; Kim Mi Hye, 1982). A case study

of Park Dong Hee (1965) examined the overall school life — academic performance,
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relation among peer group, peer group attitude, and teacher’s interview — around
detailed study of one mixed-blood child’s case was notable.

After the late 1990s, academic curiosity on children of multicultural
background began rising so that the coverage of multicultural children expanded to
include children from other types of international marriages as well as immigrant
workers” families. Furthermore, not only the number of studies but also the type of
research conductor has been varied from practitioners to government agencies.

In the most recent five years, the overall status of international marriages (Lee
Kuem Yeon, 2003; Choi Geun Jung, 2003; Yang Hye Woo, 2005) and cases of home
violence and human rights invasion that marriage immigrants experience (Park Hyun
Jung, 2004) have been reported. Also, many masters’ theses presented professional
subjects specified by the nationality of marriage immigrants and types of international
marriages. Seong Ji Hye (1996), Lee Sang Eun & Kang Hae Soon (1998), Min Ka
Young (2004) studied marriages between Korean men and Korean-Chinese women,
and Yoon Hyung Sook (2004) on diverse background and motivation for international
marriage that marriage immigrants from Philippines in Jeonnam province have on
their minds. In particular, as interests in marriage immigrants in farming villages are
growing, Kim Jung Tae (2004) and Park Jae Kyu (2005) approached marriage
immigrants with viewpoints of rural sociology.”

Meanwhile, Cho Sung Won (2002) and Kim Jung Sun (2004) studied
international marriages between foreign workers and Korean women. In particular,

Kim Min Jung (2003), in her master’s thesis, focused on the status of immigrant

* Commonly, most of these studies emphasize that marriage immigrants are laid on poor status in aspect of
socioeconomy and require comprehensive welfare policy for them. However, such research results usually
depend on how to construct samples. Seol & others (2005; 57-88) examined 954 families of immigrant
women for marriage and found that around 74% of them completed more than higher education. In
addition, 91% of them had a job in their native country before marriage in Korea (26.5% of them engaged
in professional management and 35.7% in white-collar). This research seems to have higher confidence
than previous studies since sample families were extracted from diverse categories of international
marriage, region of immigrant women, and native countries of them.
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workers from the Philippines who married Korean women. In fact, objective
researches on foreign workers and Korean (mainly, male workers and Korean female)
have not been sufficient thus far, which may be interpreted with the reason that
foreign workers do not want to be exposed to the surface due to their unstable status
in Korea. However, Seol Dong Hun (2001) construed in his article that foreign
workers” condition for residency and employment improved significantly after the
Ministry of Justice amended their policy in 2000.°

Studies on children from international marriages also increased rapidly. Early
study on children of multicultural families whose background are different from
mixed-blood children of the 1950s can be found on a master’s thesis by Yu Hyun
Seung (1998) that conducted field research on these children in the Donducheon area.
The theses of In Bong Suk (2001) and Han Joo Yeon (2002) reported the status of
children from families of Korean-Japanese marriage but ended in their fragmentary
survey. The recent theses of Kim Kap Sung (2006) and Hong Young Suk (2007) are
notable for practical information and conclusion made by an in-depth investigation
and interview with children of multicultural families and their foreign mother.”

Attitudes of foreign workers reluctant to be exposed affect the poor
educational status of their children. Kim Hyo Sun (2004) emphasized the right to be
educated of immigrant workers’ children stated in the international convention, but
even an accurate number of those children in Korea is not clear. Lately, the
participatory government endowed research institutes spring research on these
children’s current status and suggest supporting policy and regulations for their

welfares. (Kim Jung Won, 2005; T.ee Tae Soo et al., 2004; Chang Hye Kyoung et al.,

® Immigrant women for marriage and foreign workers themselves as well as their family environment are
very important, since it fairly affects their children’s mindset, attitudes, and identity.

7 It would be worthwhile to note that Kim and Heng are elementary school teachers in charge of those
children in Pucheon area and Jeonnam province.
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2003; Chang Hye Kyoung et al., 2004; Han Gun Soo, 2004; Park Hwha Suh, 2005;
Seol, 2005; Lee Sung Un & Choi Yu, 2006).

In case of countries with a long history of influx and settlement of immigrants
such as the U.S.A. or European countries, their tendency of research is not active as
Korea. It seems that because they are already familiar with the coexistence of diverse
race and cultures, whether it has been either peacetful or conflict.

However, it was found that there has been affluent research on effective
education for children of these immigrants based on social consensus through long
history. Especially, in the U.S., there have been in-depth studies on backgrounds and
current condition that children of different race contain (Olneck, 1993; Hirschamané&
Wong; 1984; Grey, 1990; Kiang, 1990; Olneck, 2003; Hill & Allan, 2003). Also,
many considerations on the methodology for equal opportunities of learning in
schools and classrooms for those children (Schultz, 1973; Berrol, 1982; Wong, 1990;
Olneck, 2003) have been conducted thus far.

Japan, a country of similar cultural context as Korea, also has conducted many
related research to cope with internal diversity of race and culture. Hawkins (1983)
analyzed history and status of Burakumin® and suggested their harmonization with
the majority. In particular, many scholars focused on Korean residents in Japan,
Zainichi Korean, who have resided since the Japanese colonial period. Research by Y.
Motani (2002) and Kaori H. Okano (2006) showed Zainichi Korean have tried
systemically and continuously to maintain their ethnic identity against exclusiveness

of Japanese society’, which affect greatly on several amendments of educational law

Burakumin is one of the indigenous people of Japan and has been engaged in superficial work such as
butcher for generations from ancient time. As a kind of the lowest of caste in Japan, they are still
discriminated and excluded from majority of the society.

Organizations of Zainichi Koreans denied the policy that force Korean to enter Japanese school and be
educated as Japanese. They required official admission of Korean ethnic schools as regular schools to the
government as the way of coexistence with Japanese maintaining their identity as Korean. Such movement
initiated from Osaka and Kawasaki where the major of Zainichi Korean reside.
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of municipal and central government of Japan. John Maaher (1997) and Ryoko
Tsuneyoshi (2004) also argued that such efforts of Zainichi Korean was a momentum
of transition of paradigm from assimilationism to pluralism so that recent immigrants

in Japan benefit from these new pluralistic policies.

2. Multicultural Education

In fact, it is not easy to find research related to multicultural education since
there has been little concern on it in Korea.!® As domestic researchers that established
definitions of multicultural education and suggested proper course of education for
children of multicultural background, Kang Shin Im (1998) and Seol Kyu Joo (2004)
should be mentioned. Also, Park Nam Su (2000) explained that, based on cultural
pluralism, multicultural education aims coexistence, mutual understanding and
equality among diverse races and ethnics. Joo Hae Yoen (2001) described
multicultural education for respect and acknowledgement to cultural diversity.

In case of typical immigrant nations such as the U.S., Canada, and Australia,
multicultural education is already a prevailing concept. Since it is rather a reality of
their education field than the aim they pursue, related studies have been conducted
affluently (Australia Schools Commission, 1979, Connell & Dowsett, 1982; Mitchell
& Salsbury, 1996; Burbules & Torres, 2000; Stromquist & Monkman, 2000; Banks,
2003; Bennet, 2007).

Especially, the works of Banks and Bennet, experts on American sociology,

' Actually, growing numbers of masters’ theses dealing with multicultural education appear from graduate
schools of education, but most are limited to individual subject of elementary and secondary school
curricula mainly of social studies and art course. They just ended in how to introduce diverse custom,
etiquette, religion, art and so forth from other cultures to existing school curriculum. In this paper,
however, multicultural education means a new paradigm of education that makes children of different
cultural background have equal (sometimes tailored) opportunity. Therefore, since it will be approached
from educational demanders® position not suppliers’ one, those thesis are not proper for this paper as a
preceding literature.
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have completed leading performance on theory and practices of multicultural
education including not only accurate definitions of main concepts but also effective
teaching-learning methodology for students having inborn differences or inequity.
Banks (2003) defined multicultural education as a reform movement that is trving to
change the schools and other educational institutions so that students from all social
class, gender, racial, language, and cultural groups will have an equal opportunity to
learn. He collected outstanding researches of related issues on education for children
of diverse backgrounds and published the "Handbook of Research on multicultural
Educationy (2003). According to Bennett (2007), multicultural education is an
approach to teaching and learning that is based on democratic values and beliefs and
affirms cultural pluralism within culturally diverse societies in an interdependent
world. He also emphasized that educating children of multicultural background means
the entire change of contents of learning, teachers, school administration, and
educational environment.

While most researches agreed and support multicultural education, Grant
(1997) warned that children of multicultural condition in their lives might experience
incomplete transition of culture so that they would suffer from confusion on their
identity."!

Multicultural education is not only defined in various ways, but also used with
analogous terms, which are sometimes confused. In general, many similar terms such
as internationalization education, global education, or intercultural education are
subordinated concepts under “international understanding education” of UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). Korea National

Committee for UNESCO and Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International

"' This theory is also worthwhile for the Korean case laid on initiative stage of discourses on multicultural

education.
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Understanding (APCEIU) are leading organization for international understanding
education in Korea. They arranged analogous terms related international
understanding education as shown on [Table 1] below. (Korea National Committee for

UNESCO, 1996)

[Table 1] Several Subordinate Terms in International Education

Com[r)rl:rl:snswe Subordinate Terms Emphasized Ideas Analogous Terms
International Unders?andmg between Peace education,
. counfries, coexistence !
Understanding Comparative
. and development of .
Education . education
countries
Internationalization Strategies to cope with
International Education internalization age
Education . . Ultranational problems Globalization
Universal Education . .
solving education
Intercultural
. Respect to cultural .
Multicultural . . education,
. differences and conflict . .
Education . Cultural relativism
resolution .
education
Source: International Understanding Education in Schools (1996), Korea National Committee for
UNESCO

Considering all definitions thus far, multicultural education can be described
not only as a passive introduction of diverse culture in the world, but as a new type of
paradigm in education that prevents every student from unjust discrimination or
disadvantage, because of their innate treaties and to equipped them with capacity to
manage their lives as an identical citizen through education for understanding and

respecting coexistence of diverse ways of life and thinking from oneself.

lll. Current Status of South Korea

1. Growing Diversity in South Korea — Toward Multicultural Society
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(1) Demographical Transition

Korea has been one of a few nations whose race is still homogenous in the
world. However, it recently faces a big challenge toward diverse society in terms of
races and cultures. As [Table 2] shows, aliens who stay in Korea have increased
rapidly from 269,641 in 1995 to 747,467 in 2005. That is, 177% of aliens have
increased during the 10-year period. Especially in 2005, the proportion of
permanently-residing aliens was 1.55% out of total people in Korea and the ratio is
still increasing. Furthermore, native countries of these aliens are fairly varied from
Asian to African region. Therefore, as of April 2006, there are 188 countries. [Table
3] shows that, in particular, aliens from eastern and central Asian region such as
Mongolia, Uzbekistan, Thailand, Vietnam and China have increased notably since the

1990°s.

[Table 2] Trends in the Number of Permanent-Residing Aliens and Korean Ratio

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

Number of
Permanent- 40,920 | 49,507 269,641 | 491,324 | 747,467 | 1,249,765
Residing Aliens

Total number of | 433900 44553000 | 44553000 | 45985000 | 4804000 |49,219,537

Korean 00
A“‘*‘Eﬁg”a“ 0.09% | 0.11% | 0.60% | 1.07% | 1.55% | 2.54%

Source: Public Report from Committee for Aliens Policy (2006.5.26), Korea Immigration Bureau of
the Ministry of Justice (Estimation of 2010: For number if staving-aliens, average (67.2%) of
increase rate from 1995 to 2000 (82.2%) and that from 2000 to 2005 (52.1%). That is founded
by 747,467 * 1,672 = 1,249,765. For total number of Korean, analyzed data on demographic
trend of Korea National Statistical Office (NSO) was used.)

[Table 3] Trend of Permanent-Residing Aliens Classified by Country of Origin

Increasin,

Year: 1999 1995 2000 2005 2006. 4 Rt
Country

PO /PNE AN

Total 49507 | 269,641 | 491,324 | 747467 | 820,173 204%
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China 147 67,771 159,475 282,030 334,471 394%
U.S.A 14,019 51,996 87,457 103,029 109,074 109.8%
Vietnam 1 9.105 19,009 38,902 44 377 387.4%
Philippines 578 18,752 27912 38,057 43,550 132.2%
Thailand 52 4,611 17,563 34,188 34,660 651.7%
Japan 5,323 27.429 25,861 39410 33,953 23.8%
Taiwan 23,583 27493 24,056 25,121 27317 - 0.64%
Mongolia 2 856 14,956 22,475 25,489 2,877%
Indonesia 78 7,059 19,935 25,599 23,558 233.7%
Bangladesh 11 9.903 18,866 15,116 14,738 48.8%
Uzbekistan 0 1,571 9.413 13,834 14,036 T793.4%
Others 5,713 43,095 66,821 109,706 114,950 166.7%

Source: Public Report from Committee for Aliens Policy (2006.5.26), Korea Immigration Bureau of

the Ministry of Justice

Similarly, number of aliens who are naturalized in Korea has also increased as
shown in [Table 4]. The Korea Immigrant Bureau (KIB) reported in its statistical
yearbook (2005) that native countries of naturalized aliens have been also diversified
to more than 30 countries. Among these aliens, naturalized Chinese were 10,543 as of
2005, which constituted £5.7% out of total naturalized aliens. Naturalized aliens from
eastern Asian countries such as Philippines, Vietnam, and Indonesia have tended to
increase gradually as well. Such a trend seems likely to reflect the recent increment of
female immigrants for marriage, which will be examined in the ensuing chapter.

[Table 4] Growing Number of Aliens Who Are Naturalized in Korea

Year 1990 | 1995 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005

Number of Aliens | 538 | 989 | 1,808 | 2,066 | 4,118 | 7,995 | 9,830 | 17,461

Source: Public Report from Committee for Aliens Policy (2006.5.26), Korea Immigration Bureau
of the Ministry of Justice

(2) Growing Number of Multicultural Families
Multicultural families in Korea are still increasing due to the carnest influx of

aliens after 1990°s as the preceding. In particular, increasing numbers of foreign
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workers and marriage immigrants in Korea expedites this trend further. KIB reported
in its 2005 yearbook that among its permanent-residing aliens, those who have come
to Korea for marriage with a Korean occupy the second largest portion out of total
number of permanent-residing aliens. '* Likewise, most naturalized aliens are
marriage immigrants in 2005."

In fact, such a growing numbers of multicultural families are an unexpected
factor that triggers transition and, sometimes, problems in society. Thus, it has
recently become a concern for Korea. It is noticeable that the number of international
marriage increased while the total number of domestic marriages stagnated or even

decreased. [Table 5] below shows this result.

[Table 3] Trend of Number of International Marriage

Total Number | International Marriage(I)
Year .

of Marriage(D) | Nymber | Ratio(I/D)
1990 399,312 4,710 2.2%
1995 398,484 13,494 3.4%
2000 334,030 12,319 3.7%
2001 320,063 15,234 4.8%
2002 300,573 15,913 5.2%
2003 304,932 25,658 8.4%
2004 310,944 35,447 11.4%
2005 316,375 43,121 13.6%
2006 332,752 39,690 11.9%

Source: 2006 Statistics on Marriage (2007.3), National Statistical Office

There were almost 397,000 cases of international marriages in 2006, which
has been increased threefold from 12,319 cases since 2000. Compared to 2005,

however, cases in 2006 were declined around 34,000 (8.0%). National Statistical

'? The biggest portion is occupied by aliens who want to have a job in Korea.

" The yearbook also stated that naturalized aliens have been rapidly increased since the Korean Nationality
Act was amended in 2004 to ease the condition to achieve Korean nationality for marriage immigrants.
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Office (NSO) analyzed the reason for this decline to an influence of the advance
notice of “Visit-and-Work policy.” This policy helps aliens mainly from China and
CIS to enter Korea and work. Hence, it is not necessary for aliens to marry a Korean.

According to the KIB yearbook of 2005, 88.8% of aliens who immigrated into
Korea for marriage with Korean were women and 11.2% were men. The Ministry of
Health and Welfare (MOHW) reported in its research on marriage immigrant (2005)
that one third of internationally married couples dwell in the countryside. NSO
reported in 2006 Statistics on Marriage that 41% of bachelors in farming and fishing
villages married foreign women in 2006. Mainly, women marriage immigrants came
from Asian countries such as Vietnam, Philippines, China, and Japan. [Table 6] shows
native countries of female foreigners who married Korean spouse.

[Table 6] Native countries of women marriage immigrants

2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | Proportion
China | 3,586 | 7,001 | 7,041 | 13,373 | 18,527 | 20,625 | 14,608 48.4
Vietham | 95 | 134 | 476 | 1,403 | 2,462 | 5822 | 10,131 33.5

Japan | 1,131 | 976 | 959 | 1242 | 1224 | 1,255 | 1484 49
Philippines | 1,358 | 510 | 850 | 944 | 964 | 997 | 1,157 3.8
Mongolia | 77 | 118 | 195 | 318 | 504 | 561 | 594 2.0
Cambodia | - - - 19 72 157 | 394 1.3
U.S 235 | 265 | 267 | 323 | 344 | 285 | 334 1.1
Uzbekistan | 43 66 183 | 320 | 247 | 333 | 314 1.0
Others | 779 | 936 | 1,046 | 1263 | 1,250 | 1,135 @ 314 1.0

Total 7,304 | 10,006 | 11,017 | 19,214 | 25,594 | 31,180 | 30.208 100.0
Source: 2006 Statistics on Marriage (2007.3), National Statistical Office

Women marriage immigrants from China and Vietnam occupied 81.9% out of
total in 2006. It is notable that women from Cambodia constituted only 1.3% out of
total, but its increasing rate reported 151% in 2006. This statistics also reported that,
in case of women immigrants who married bachelors in farming and fishing villages,
among 3,525 cases of marriages, Vietnamese took the highest proportion (2,394), and
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